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ADMINISTRATION ORDINANCE NO. 13 - 2014 

 

ADMINISTRATION BILL NO. 13 - 2014 

 

INTRODUCED – AUGUST 12, 2014 

 

ADOPTED BY COUNCIL – AUGUST 26, 2014 

 

 AN ORDINANCE OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LANCASTER TO 

ADOPT A NEW HISTORIC DISTRICT ORDINANCE, CHAPTER 155, ARTICLE 1, 

FOR THE CITY OF LANCASTER, ESTABLISHING A HISTORIC DISTRICT WITHIN 

THE CITY OF LANCASTER; DESCRIBING THE LEGAL AUTHORIZATION FOR 

ITS ESTABLISHMENT AND ITS PURPOSE; SETTING FORTH THE SCOPE OF THE 

ORDINANCE, INCLUDING ACTIVITIES REQUIRING BOARD OF HISTORICAL 

ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW (HARB) RECOMMENDATION AND CITY COUNCIL 

APPROVAL, ACTIVITIES REQUIRING ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW AND 

APPROVAL, AND ACTIVITIES NOT SUBJECT TO REVIEW AND APPROVAL; 

ESTABLISHING THE BOUNDARIES OF THE HISTORIC DISTRICT, INCLUDING 

ADDITIONS TO OR DELETIONS FROM THE DISTRICT; PROVIDING FOR THE 

APPOINTMENT OF THE HARB, INCLUDING QUALIFICATIONS OF MEMBERS, 

TERMS OF SERVICE, AND DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES; DESCRIBING THE 

CONDUCT OF HARB MEETINGS, INCLUDING CONSIDERATIONS FOR HARB 

RECOMMENDATIONS TO CITY COUNCIL; PROVIDING FOR PROCEDURES AND 

CONSIDERATIONS BY CITY COUNCIL IN ITS DECISIONS REGARDING 

ISSUANCE OF CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS FOR PROPOSED 

DEMOLITION, ALTERATIONS, OR NEW CONSTRUCTION; REQUIRING 

ISSUANCE OF CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS PRIOR TO ISSUANCE OF 

BUILDING PERMITS; SETTING FORTH DESIGN STANDARDS FOR NEW 

BUILDINGS OR STRUCTURES OR ADDITIONS TO EXISTING BUILDINGS OR 

STRUCTURES; PROVIDING FOR CLAIMS OF UNREASONABLE ECONOMIC 

HARDSHIP; PROVIDING FOR APPEALS; ESTABLISHING ENFORCEMENT 

PROCEDURES; AND PROVIDING FOR THE REPEAL OF CONFLICTING 

ORDINANCES.  

 

 WHEREAS,  the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania adopted Historic District Act 167 of 

1961, Act of June 13, 1961, P.L. 282, as amended, 53 P.S. §8001 et seq., also known as Act 167, 

authorizing counties, cities and other municipalities to create historic districts and providing for 

the regulation and municipal approval of certain activities therein; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on October 10, 1967, the City of Lancaster, Pennsylvania, adopted 

Ordinance No. 41-1967, creating for the first time a City of Lancaster Historic District in 

accordance with Act 167; and 

 



 WHEREAS, from time to time, City Council amended Ordinance No. 41-1967 to 

expand or reduce the Historic District, to exempt certain exterior work from HARB review and 

City Council approval, and to establish a property owner petition requirement for the inclusion of 

areas within the Historic District or their removal from the Historic District; 

 

 WHEREAS, on October 9, 2001, the Council of the City of Lancaster adopted 

Administration Ordinance No. 9 – 2001, the provisions of which are codified in Chapter 155, 

Article I of the Code of the City of Lancaster, deleting in its entirety the 1967 Historic District 

Ordinance and replacing it with a new Historic District Ordinance; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City of Lancaster Comprehensive Plan, adopted April 10, 2007, in its 

chapter entitled Historic Resource Protection, advocates protecting historic resources in order to 

retain the character of a community or region as reflected in its built environment and to ensure 

that a community’s heritage and unique character are preserved and passed on to future 

generations; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City Council deems it necessary to adopt the proposed new Historic 

District Ordinance in order to ensure consistency with the Comprehensive Plan and to improve 

the administration of the Historic District Ordinance; 

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Lancaster as 

follows: 

 

 Section 1.  Ordinance No. 9 – 2001, as amended and codified in Chapter 155, Article I of 

the Code of the City of Lancaster, shall be deleted in its entirety and replaced by the attached 

provisions which are to be codified as Sections 155-1 through 155-16.2 of the Code of the City 

of Lancaster. 

 

 Section 2.  In the event any provision, section, sentence, clause or part of this Ordinance 

shall be held to be invalid, illegal or unconstitutional, such invalidity shall not affect or impair 

any remaining provision, section, sentence, clause or part of this Ordinance, it being the intent of 

the City that such remainder shall remain in full force and effect. 

 

 Section 3.  This Ordinance becomes effective within the time provided by law. 

 

 Section 4.  All ordinances or part of ordinances in conflict with or inconsistent with this 

Historic District Ordinance or amendment thereto are hereby repealed to the extent of 

inconsistency to give this Ordinance full force and effect. 

 

DULY ORDAINED AND ENACTED this 26
th

 day of August, 2014, by the Council of 

the City of Lancaster, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, in lawful session duly assembled. 

 

 



ATTEST:     CITY OF LANCASTER 

 

      By:      

Janet Spleen, City Clerk                      J. Richard Gray, Mayor 

  


